   Progress report on the ESF Studbook Breeding programme for the Southern African 

   Bowsprit tortoise Chersina angulata. Chances for the future??

   Since the year 1999 a studbook breeding programme is managed for this beautiful Southern Africa species. During the 8ties and 9ties several imports from South Africa has been carried out by either the ESF studbook or by privates. The numbers of the studbook populations sometimes were quit reasonable also in a sense of creating genetic possibilities for the future and sometimes the numbers dramatically dropped. 

    Reproduction has always been limited to very few locations. On one location the reproduction was constant, but on the others it was more an exception than regular breeding.

    At present the numbers of known studbook specimens is very low as well as the numbers of participants. The numbers of deaths over the last few years were unacceptably high.
    The existence and including the studbook/breeding programme on the ESF website is no longer justified. The few participants have a regular contact and are aware of the total population of the studbook animals. Drafting and publication on the ESF website is no longer necessary.

    Since the start of the studbook there has always been a good communication and cooperation with the Nature Conservation authorities in South Africa. We thank the authorities for this cooperation and trust. Now a studbook is no longer justified in a sense of the aims mentioned above it does not mean that registration of new animals is no longer desired. In particular in Germany there are reasonable numbers of keepers and breeders. Unfortunately these people do not yet see the need and advantages of offering their animals to the studbook; perhaps this attitude will change in the future. 

    With respect to the South African authorities we hope the studbook can continue this communication and in case information is required on the progress and/or the captive status of the species in Europe the studbook is always available for supplying information.

   For this moment the studbook will no longer be operational. Studbooks and annual reports will no longer be published. As soon as there are developments justifying a new start of this now low profile studbook will be considered.
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